Natural Areas Association
PO Box 51244
Kalamazoo, MI 49005
724-995-8466

Calendar of Events awills@naturalareas.org

April 3, 2026

April 10, 2026

YouTube Release: Invasives Free USA, a Long-Term Approach to Managing Invasive Species
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about this webinar.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, April 3, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.

YouTube Release: Collaborations that are Moving the Needle on Rare Butterfly Conservation
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, April 10, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.
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April 17, 2026

April 24, 2026

YouTube Release: Research & Management of the Invasive Hemlock Woolly Adelgid: The On¢
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about this webinar.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, April 17, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.

YouTube Release: Changing Disturbances, Ecological Legacies, and the Future of the Alaska
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about the 2023 Natural Areas Conference.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, April 24, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.
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April 28, 2026

Recovering America?s Wildlife through 25 Years of State Wildlife Action Plans: The Evolution
12:00 PM - 01:00 PM EST

Over the past 25 years, State Wildlife Action Plans have evolved from foundational

blueprints into comprehensive, science-based strategies that address a broader range

of species, regional priorities, and conservation challenges. Since the establishment of

the State Wildlife Grants program in 2000, every state has updated its plan on a regular

cycle, with the most recent revisions completed in 2025.

In parallel, the GIS tools supporting these efforts have transformed how conservation
work is planned, implemented, and communicated. Bringing State Wildlife Action Plans
from strategy to action depends on collaboration among diverse partners and
stakeholders. Modern Web GIS supports this work through shared data, visualization,
and storytelling, using tools such as StoryMaps, Dashboards, and ArcGIS Hubs to
communicate complex science and policy in clear and compelling ways.

This webinar series explores how advances in conservation science, policy, and spatial
technology collectively shape today’s State Wildlife Action Plans. Participants will hear
from state agency biologists and practitioners and will learn best practices for
connecting expanded biological scope with holistic GIS strategies to support
implementation, collaboration, and communication.

Part 1: March 17, 2026

Sunny Fleming, Director - Conservation Solutions, Esri, and John Kanter, Senior Wildlife
Biologist, National Wildlife Federation, will consider the evolution of State Wildlife Action
Plans and a greater need for collaboration across ecosystems, and how GIS has and
can continue to contribute to advancing communication, data collection, and
demonstrating the impact.

Part 2: April 28, 2026

Since the establishment of the State Wildlife Grants program in 2000, every state in the
nation has created a blueprint of conservation actions for wildlife. These State Wildlife
Action Plans are required to be updated every ten years with October 2025 the most
recent version. Join Naomi Edelson, Senior Director, and John Kanter, Senior Wildlife
Biologist, National Wildlife Federation, as they share an overview showcasing the
inclusion of plants, insects, and regional priorities to ensure the recovery of the full
diversity of flora and fauna, and how you can support the implementation of your state’s
action plan.

Part 3: May 12, 2026

The third webinar will feature your peers from the Georgia Department of Natural
Resources who are using Esri's GIS tools to support planning efforts such as State
Wildlife Action Plans. Modern Web GIS supports this work through shared data,
visualization, and storytelling, using tools such as StoryMaps, Dashboards, and ArcGIS
Hubs to communicate complex science and policy in clear and compelling ways. This
program is practical and applied, offering real-world insights you can apply to your own
work.
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May 1, 2026 YouTube Release: Long-Term Forest Carbon Dynamics: How Site Scale Research Informs Re
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about the 2023 Natural Areas Conference.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, May 1, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.

May 8, 2026 YouTube Release: Forests Don't Read Scientific Papers: Surprising Results from Long-term E
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about the 2023 Natural Areas Conference.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, May 8, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.
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May 12, 2026 Beyond the Data: Communicating Science and Impact with GIS | Part #2
12:00 PM - 01:00 PM EST
Beyond the Data: Communicating Science and Impact with GIS
May 12, 2026 | 12 p.m. ET, 11 a.m. CT, 10 a.m. MT, 9 a.m. PT

Join Sunny Fleming, Director — Environment, Conservation & Natural Resources
Solutions, Esri, and colleagues for a special two-part webinar series focused on
communicating the impact of your work. You may register for one or both programs.

Leading land management organizations are leveraging GIS to connect with new
audiences and offer innovative ways to communicate the impact of their work. ArcGIS
StoryMaps, Dashboards, Hubs and more have become essential tools for telling
compelling stories, engaging stakeholders, and demonstrating the impact of
conservation work. Behind these storytelling tools is a comprehensive spatial ecosystem
that supports every stage of a land manager’s workflow; from planning and prioritizing
conservation actions to tracking field activities, organizing data, and sharing results with
stakeholders.

The second webinar will feature your peers who are using these tools to support
planning efforts such as State Wildlife Action Plans (SWAPSs). This program is practical
and applied, offering real-world insights you can apply to your own work.
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May 12, 2026

Recovering America?s Wildlife through 25 Years of State Wildlife Action Plans: The Evolution
12:00 PM - 01:00 PM EST

Over the past 25 years, State Wildlife Action Plans have evolved from foundational

blueprints into comprehensive, science-based strategies that address a broader range

of species, regional priorities, and conservation challenges. Since the establishment of

the State Wildlife Grants program in 2000, every state has updated its plan on a regular

cycle, with the most recent revisions completed in 2025.

In parallel, the GIS tools supporting these efforts have transformed how conservation
work is planned, implemented, and communicated. Bringing State Wildlife Action Plans
from strategy to action depends on collaboration among diverse partners and
stakeholders. Modern Web GIS supports this work through shared data, visualization,
and storytelling, using tools such as StoryMaps, Dashboards, and ArcGIS Hubs to
communicate complex science and policy in clear and compelling ways.

This webinar series explores how advances in conservation science, policy, and spatial
technology collectively shape today’s State Wildlife Action Plans. Participants will hear
from state agency biologists and practitioners and will learn best practices for
connecting expanded biological scope with holistic GIS strategies to support
implementation, collaboration, and communication.

Part 1: March 17, 2026

Sunny Fleming, Director - Conservation Solutions, Esri, and John Kanter, Senior Wildlife
Biologist, National Wildlife Federation, will consider the evolution of State Wildlife Action
Plans and a greater need for collaboration across ecosystems, and how GIS has and
can continue to contribute to advancing communication, data collection, and
demonstrating the impact.

Part 2: April 28, 2026

Since the establishment of the State Wildlife Grants program in 2000, every state in the
nation has created a blueprint of conservation actions for wildlife. These State Wildlife
Action Plans are required to be updated every ten years with October 2025 the most
recent version. Join Naomi Edelson, Senior Director, and John Kanter, Senior Wildlife
Biologist, National Wildlife Federation, as they share an overview showcasing the
inclusion of plants, insects, and regional priorities to ensure the recovery of the full
diversity of flora and fauna, and how you can support the implementation of your state’s
action plan.

Part 3: May 12, 2026

The third webinar will feature your peers from the Georgia Department of Natural
Resources who are using Esri's GIS tools to support planning efforts such as State
Wildlife Action Plans. Modern Web GIS supports this work through shared data,
visualization, and storytelling, using tools such as StoryMaps, Dashboards, and ArcGIS
Hubs to communicate complex science and policy in clear and compelling ways. This
program is practical and applied, offering real-world insights you can apply to your own
work.
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May 15, 2026

May 22, 2026

YouTube Release: Technology in Natural Areas Conservation
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, May 15, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.

YouTube Release: The Map of Biodiversity Importance: Enhancing Local Conservation Strate
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about this webinar.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, May 22, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.
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May 29, 2026 YouTube Release: US National (& International) Vegetation Classification: Hierarchy 3.0, align
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about this webinar.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, May 29, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.

June 5, 2026 YouTube Release: Urban Ecological Infrastructure and Human-Environment Interactions in th
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about the 2023 Natural Areas Conference.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on June 5, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.
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June 12, 2026 YouTube Release: Connectivity and Feedbacks Driving Vegetation Change in Drylands
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about the 2023 Natural Areas Conference.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on June 12, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.

June 19, 2026 YouTube Release: Climate Variability at Dryland Ecotones - How Will Increasing Variance Infli
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about the 2023 Natural Areas Conference.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on June 19, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.
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June 26, 2026 YouTube Release: Collaborating to Effectively Co-manage the Chippewa National Forest: Lee
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about this symposium.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, June 26, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.

July 3, 2026 YouTube Release: Leech Lake Snowshoe Hare Habitat Project
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about this symposium.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, July 3, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.

Page 10/13



July 10, 2026 YouTube Release: An Ecological Model for Fire Reintroduction in an Old Growth Red Pine Wc
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about this symposium.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, July 10, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.

July 17, 2026 YouTube Release: Dibaginjigaadeg Anishinaabe Ezhitwaad - A Tribal Climate Adaptation Men
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about this symposium.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, July 17, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.
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July 24, 2026

July 31, 2026

YouTube Release: A Natural Model for Red Pine Plantation Silviculture
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about this symposium.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, July 24, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.

YouTube Release: Shared Stewardship: Closing Thoughts & Discussion
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about this symposium.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, July 31, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.
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August 7, 2026 YouTube Release: Shared Stewardship: Collaborating to Effectively Co-Manage the Chippews
11:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Newly released YouTube content will be publicly available every Friday at 11 a.m. ET.

Learn more about this symposium.

View the YouTube video (This will not be accessible until the release time, 11 a.m. ET
on Friday, August 7, 2026)

Check out the latest content on YouTube.

Can't wait for the release? Members can access recordings here, and non-members
can purchase recordings here.
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